Digital Switchover 
What do Transmitters do?

Around 80% of people in Britain receive their terrestrial TV signal through 80 main transmitters located all over the country.  The remaining 20% of the population cannot be reached by the main transmitters, so approx 1,100 relay transmitters are used to ensure those homes receive a TV signal.  Each transmitter has “muxes” (multiplexes), which send out digital signals.  Each mux can carry about 8 TV channels.

What’s the fuss about a Mux?

For those people who receive their TV signal through a main transmitter, when they Switchover, they will receive around 40 Freeview Channels, plus radio and text services.

However, those people who receive their signal from a relay transmitter will get around 15 channels plus radio and text services.  These will include the BBC and other public service broadcasters, as they are required to ensure that approx 95% of the population can receive their channels.

However, the commercial channels are able to decide whether or not to put muxes on the relay transmitters.  Each mux runs into £10,000s each, plus the money needed to run and maintain them.  As a result, the companies are unwilling to invest in this way.

All round the country there have been campaigns against the so-called Freeview-lite (a term coined by my colleague Michael Moore, MP for the Borders). However, despite this and my many discussions with broadcasters in my role as Shadow Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, there has not been one agreement from the commercial broadcasters to add a mux to a relay transmitter. 
Why does this matter to Bath?

If your home receives its TV signal directly from the main Mendip Transmitter you will receive the full 40 Freeview channels.  However, 24,000 homes in Bath receive signals from the Bathampton Relay Transmitter which will only send out 15.  If you are not sure where your home receives signals from, please visit the Digital UK website, www.digitaluk.co.uk/west 

Bath residents who will receive fewer Freeview channels may wish to consider the option of cable, or ‘FreeSat’, which offers nearly 150 channels.  

However, residents who wish to purchase ‘FreeSat’ will need to have a satellite dish installed on their property.  For further information on whether planning permission will be required for this, residents should contact the Planning department at B&NES Council by phoning 01225 394041 or visiting the Council’s webpage on this subject,  http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES/environmentandplanning/planning/developmentmanagement/satellitedishes.htm 
You can also e-mail development_control@bathnes.gov.uk, but do be aware that there is a £30 charge for this service.   Alternatively, you may find it easier to talk to one of the local TV suppliers.
