18 July 2008
The Rt Hon Hazel Blears MP

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Department for Communities and Local Government

Eland House

Bressenden Place

LONDON

SW1A 2AU

As part of the Government’s plans for extra home building, the Regional Spatial Strategy will require the building of approximately 18,000 new homes in the Bath & North East Somerset Council area.

In Bath, we have a large and growing number of students living in the city, as we have two universities.  According to the Government’s guidelines, student housing cannot count as part of the number of new homes.  This is despite the fact that if we built more student accommodation then homes would be freed up in the city, and these would be in the most affordable areas as well.

I understand that many students share houses, so this could not work on a 1:1 ratio, but surely it would make sense that for every four student rooms built would count as one new property in Bath – after all this would have the same effect.

If we are to seriously move forward in providing more affordable homes across the region, then I think we must consider the above proposal to be acceptable as part of the Regional Spatial Strategy.

I welcome your views on this matter.

Don Foster MP
Cllr Paul Crossley

on behalf of the Bath and North East Somerset Liberal Democrat Council Group
